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We here at the Old Trout Puppet Workshop are plagued by a nagging sense of dissatisfaction, and we think you might be too.  So, on our common behalf, we’ve gone searching for our lost bliss amongst the ignorant – our prehistoric ancestors, who once howled in gigantic joy, stamping the rock with grubby feet over the steaming remains of an eviscerated mastodon, while we their clever progeny make do today with feeble tweets and stuttering skype and hot yoga, all the while stifling the mightier shrieks that surge below.  Ignorance is a puppet documentary about the evolution of happiness – from the thick-blooded hearts of the ancient caves, to the ethereal heaven of our light-speed future – it’s about where we all went wrong, and how we might find our way once again.

Not only that: it’s the first attempt at what we’re calling Open Creation – the entire show has been written on the web for all to see and for all to comment, criticize, or contribute.  Visit www.theoldtrouts.org/ignorance to see how it all went.

“Ignorance is Bliss.” – The Calgary Herald
A ROUGH DESCRIPTON OF THE SHOW:

Are you happy?  Everybody should be happy.  Happiness is the whole point of our existence; it’s the reason we toil and strive and fight year after lonesome year – so that someday we’ll be happy.  And yet, recent sociological studies indicate that most people only experience occasional whiffs of contentment, and when they do, they’re anxious about it going away within approximately 23 seconds of realizing they’re happy.  Adding that up, the average person will experience only fourteen and a half minutes of real bliss over the course of their entire lifetime.  

I shouldn’t have told you that.  Maybe you’ve already had your fourteen and a half minutes – statistically speaking you probably had most of them by the time you’re twelve, and there’s precious little to look forward to now except decline and mounting desperation.  In fact, by the time this show is over, fourteen people will have jumped off of bridges in North America alone, and twice that number in Finland – where they don’t even have that many bridges – and it’s all because happiness is the only measure we have of a life worth living.  

What’s gone wrong?  How has happiness slipped from our grasp?  How can we get it back?  Those are big question…to find some answers, we’re going to have start at the very beginning.
The show takes place in a cave – okay, not really a cave, it takes place in a theatre, but granted there’s not that huge of a difference.  The stage is lit by a fire – don’t worry, it’s not real – that casts flickering shadows over some strange primitive rite, performed by slope-browed cro-magnons – not really, they’re actually the Old Trouts wearing clever disguises.  They are telling some kind of story, using rocks and branches and bones – it’s the original story of our fall from grace, the first tale told, about how once we were the proper inhabitants of paradise, and now are lost.

Intercut with the primal tale of woe are scenes from our own world of factory-made bliss and road rage, which illustrate our own trajectory towards or away from paradise.

And just when it all seems too much, the soothing voice of the narrator  explains what’s going on in terms of neurological evolution, childhood psychology, or the unseen unfolding of microbial dramas.

How does it all come together?  Do we figure it all out, and achieve eternal bliss?  Or maybe even temporary bliss?  Hate to say it, but you kind of have to see the show to find out.
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AN OLD TROUT PUPPET WORKSHOP PRODUCTION

Starring: Nicolas Di Gaetano, Viktor Lukawski and Trevor Leigh
Narrated by Judd Palmer
Directed by Pete Balkwill, Pityu Kenderes, and Judd Palmer
Puppets & Props built by Pete Balkwill, Juanita Dawn, Nicolas Di Gaetano, Jen Gareau, Pityu Kenderes, Judd Palmer, and Clunk Puppet Lab: Jonathan Davis, Kyla Read, & Shawna Reiter

Animation by Paul Dutton with Sitji Chou and Jessi Schroeyers-Frederick
Costumes by Jen Gareau with the assistance of Laurana Rayne 
Lighting Design & Tour Management by Cimmeron Meyer
Video Design by Jamie Nesbitt
Sound Design by Trevor Leigh

Set Design by The Old Trout Puppet Workshop

Stage Management by Paul Bezaire
Set Construction by Techart Custom Creations, Beyond Foam Insulation

Website contributors (besides many others who wished to remain anonymous): Kris Fleerackers & Clark Taylor

General Manager: Bob Davis
North American Touring Agent: Grant Burns – grant@theoldtrouts.org
International Agent: Paul Tanguay – paul.tanguay@sympatico.ca 

Special thanks to: Mercedes Bátiz-Benét, Nan Bruntjen, Charles Culver, James Davidge, Elizabeth Dutton - age 11, Greg Francis, Ma and Pa Higgins, Rob Lahache, Dave Lane, Sarah Malik, Marilyn Palmer, Mel Vovchuck, and the Royal Saskatchewan Museum.

This show was developed as a creative residency at the Banff Centre for the Arts in 2011.  The Old Trouts are very grateful for their assistance, and also to everyone who attended the workshop performance of Ignorance.  And a special thanks as well to Quickdraw Animation Society, who helped a great deal with facilitating the animated sequences.

PERFORMANCE HISTORY

Workshop: Banff Centre, December 2011

Premiere: Vancouver East Cultural Centre, February 2012

Banff Centre, March 2012

Theatre Network, Edmonton, March 2012

Magnetic North national theatre festival, Calgary, June 2012

Pumphouse Theatre, Calgary, October 2012

CINARS showcase, November 2012

CanStage, Toronto, December 2012

Espace Libre, Montreal, January 2013

Sevilla, Spain, May 2013

Granada, Spain, May 2013

Málaga, Spain, May 2013

UPCOMING
Charleville-Mézières, France, September 2013

Paris, France, September 2013

Blackwood, Wales, October 2013

Newport, Wales, October 2013

Châlons-en-Champagne, France, October 2013

Guadalajara, Mexico, November 2013

Mexico D.F., Mexico, November 2013

Blue Bridge Repertory Theatre, Victoria, January 2014

Capitol Theatre, Nelson, January 2014

Vernon Arts Centre, January 2014

Persephone Theatre, Saskatoon, January/February 2014

Espace Libre, Montreal, March 2014

Centre in the Square, Kitchener, March 2014
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Balloon puppet, Adam puppet, Jason Stang Photography, 2012
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Jumper puppet, Eve puppet, Jason Stang Photography, 2012

PHOTOS OF THE SHOW IN DEVELOPMENT
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Some puppets during the development stage.  

Some of the puppets are meant to look like they have been made by cave-people.
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SHORTER SHOW DESCRIPTION (130 words):
Ignorance is a puppet documentary about the evolution of happiness.  Where did it come from, and where did it go?  Sure, we’ve got microwaves, airplanes, and nagging senses of dissatisfaction – but our prehistoric ancestors, stamping their grubby feet by firelight in common triumph over the steaming corpse of an eviscerated mastodon, might just have felt more at home in the world.  With much grunting and shrieking and gnawing on bones, the Old Trouts will explain where we went wrong, and how we might find our way once again.  

Not only that: it’s the first attempt at what we’re calling Open Creation – the entire show has been written on the web for all to see and for all to comment, criticize, or contribute.  Visit www.theoldtrouts.org/ignorance to see how it all went.

EVEN SHORTER SHOW DESCRIPTION (98 words):

Ignorance is a puppet documentary about the evolution of happiness.  The Old Trouts seek the origin of bliss amongst the ignorant – our prehistoric ancestors, who stamped the stones with grubby feet and howled in common joy.  The Old Trouts will try to explain where we went wrong, and how we might find our way once again.

Not only that: it’s the first attempt at what we’re calling Open Creation – the entire show has been written on the web for all to see and for all to comment, criticize, or contribute.  Visit www.theoldtrouts.org/ignorance to see how it all went.

ABSURDLY SHORT SHOW DESCRIPTION (76 words):

Ignorance is a puppet documentary about the evolution of happiness, from the dark howls of our prehistoric ancestors to the ethereal future – the Old Trouts will try to explain where we went wrong, and how we might find our way once again.  

It’s also our first attempt at what we’re calling Open Creation – the entire show has been written on the web for all to see or contribute: visit www.theoldtrouts.org/ignorance to see how it all went.

www.theoldtrouts.org – mail@theoldtrouts.org – 403 508 4929
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